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Purpose, Scope & Organization

Purpose

Scope and organization

level

Provides writing prompts that spark student imagination
and aids in developing their writing skills.

This book has five units divided into igniter topics. These igniter
topics vary from simple quotes or statements with guiding questions
to in-depth questions that spark more specific responses.

High School
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How To...

time

instructions

Each igniter is designed to take half an hour to an hour to complete,
depending on the accuracy, length, and depth of writing you require
for each.

Select a writing igniter and photocopy enough copies  
for the entire class.
Distribute the igniter to your students
Set the time limit.

1.

2.
3.
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1Quotes One

After reading a famous

quote and a brief

summary of the speaker’s

life, students follow

directions for a specific

writing assignment.



“What we play is life.”

Louis Daniel Armstrong (Satchmo), 1900 - 1971

Jazz musician, scat singer, and trumpeter, Louis Armstrong was born in New Orleans to a very
poor family. He was sent to reform school at age twelve for firing a gun on New Year’s Eve. At
fourteen, he sold papers, unloaded boats, and sold coal from a cart. His music is recognized as
some of the greatest Jazz ever performed. Satchmo’s use of scat, wordless or nonsense words and
syllables to create the sounds of an instrument, helped popularize this form of music. “What a
Wonderful World” is one of his best known songs. 

Prompt: Pick a song that describes life to you and explain why you chose it.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 2
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“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands 
in the moments of comfort and convenience, but where he
stands at times of challenge and controversy.”  

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 1929 - 1968

Known for his nonviolent approach to social change, Dr. King was one of the greatest leaders in
the history of the United States. He was born in Atlanta, Georgia, son of a minister and his
wife. He skipped two grades in High School to graduate and attend Morehouse College at the
age of fifteen and then became Pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist church. During a march on
Washington, he gave his famous “I have a dream…” speech. Dr. King was honored with the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. His assassination in Memphis, Tennessee, caused violence in many
cities of the United States. The response to his death was, ironically, the opposite of what he
preached and how he lived his life.

Prompt: Write about a time when you had to stand up for something controversial.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 3
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“You miss 100 percent of the shots you never take.”

Wayne Gretzky, 1961 -

Holding virtually every offensive record in the National Hockey League, Wayne was inducted 
in the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1999. Born in Brantford, Ontario, and now living in California,
he has spent his life doing what he loves, playing for or managing hockey teams. Wayne also
spends time on countless charitable endeavors. 
ESPN named him the fifth greatest athlete of the 20th century. He is the only hockey player to
have his jersey, “No. 99,” retired by all member clubs.

Prompt: Write about an opportunity you regret not taking.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 4
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Generation Gap

Generation Gap

“Youth cannot know how age thinks and feels. But old men
are guilty if they forget what it was to be young.” 
(From Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix) 

J.K. Rowling, 1966 -

Born in Chipping Sodbury near Bristol, England, J.K. Rowling has become one of the world’s
most well-known contemporary authors. She has won many awards with her Harry Potter book
series. Her vivid style of writing entertains both young and old. She says she has a very visual
imagination. She sees a situation and then tries to describe it. Children all over the world enjoy
her books and the movies based on them. Now residing in Scotland, she continues to do what
she loves: writing to entertain.

Prompt: Write answers to the following questions.
Is there a generation gap between you and your parents or grandparents? 
How can you bridge that gap or how have you bridged that gap?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 5
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“The American Presidency will demand more than ringing
manifestos issued from the rear of the battle. It will demand that
the president place himself in the very thick of the fight; that he
care passionately about the fate of the people he leads…”

John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 1917 - 1963

John F. Kennedy was born in Brookline, Massachusetts. His father, Joseph, assured John’s
financial independence at an early age with a trust fund of over one million dollars.

Kennedy served as thirty-fifth President from January 1961 until his assassination in a
motorcade in Dallas, Texas on November 22, 1963. An eternal flame burns atop his grave at
Arlington National Cemetery in Washington, DC.

Prompt: Since the Presidency is such a responsible and stressful position, what attributes 
should one considering this office possess? State your reasoning.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 6
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Gifford Pinchot, 1865 – 1946

Simsbury, Connecticut, claims Pinchot as its native son. He studied forestry in France, Austria,
Switzerland, and Germany before returning to the United States to teach the subject at Yale
University.

Later, as governor of Pennsylvania, he was one of the first to favor planned conservation of U.S.
forestland.

Prompt: Currently, much emphasis is placed on conserving our natural resources. What area
needs the most protection from abuse to ensure that future generations will have it to enjoy?
Explain.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 7
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“Conservation means the wise use of Earth 
and its resources for the lasting good of men.”
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“Dreaming permits each and every one of us to be quietly
and safely insane every night of our lives.” 

Charles William Dement, 1928 – 

Born in Wenatchee, Washington, Dement has devoted much study to sleep research. This
psychiatrist and educator currently lives in California.

Prompt: Describe a favorite or unusual dream you have experienced or one you would 
like to have.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 8
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Knowledge

Knowledge

“I keep six honest serving-men (They taught me all I knew);
Their names are What and Why and When and How 
and Where and Who.”

Rudyard Kipling, 1865 – 1936

An English poet and fiction writer, Kipling was considered one of the great masters of the short
story. Born in Bombay, India, of British parents, he was sent to live in England at age six where
he spent an unhappy childhood in a strict household.

Poor eyesight forced Kipling to wear thick glasses early in life. Nevertheless, he became a world
traveler. He detested publicity, refused to be poet laureate, and declined many public honors.

Kipling wrote for children as well as adults. While living for a short time in New England, he
was inspired to write Captains Courageous.

Prompt: Often we don’t receive the information we seek unless we ask the five W’s of
journalism mentioned in Kipling’s quote. If you were allowed to pose only one question to a
well-known or special person, what would it be? Explain your choice.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

9
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“Sometimes one pays most for the things one gets for nothing.”

Albert Einstein, 1879 - 1955

German-born physicist Albert Einstein developed the theory of relativity in 1916, for which he
won the Nobel Prize in physics in 1921. He migrated to America in 1933 to escape the Nazis,
who stripped him of his German citizenship and property in 1934. In 1940, he became an
American citizen.

Among his fellow scientists, he was deeply revered. Described as a shy and unassuming man, 
he worked simply, preferred informal attire, and enjoyed listening to and playing music.

Prompt: Einstein’s famous quote has universal appeal. Describe how his statement is
appropriate to something you or a friend has experienced.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________10
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Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1803 - 1882

Emerson lived a busy life as an American essayist, poet, philosopher, and lecturer. He entered
Harvard College when he was fourteen years old. His writing projects a belief in noble ideas and
righteous conduct.

He will long be remembered for his philosophy of self-reliance and individual freedom. Among
his neighbors and friends you find such famous individuals as Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry
David Thoreau, Bronson Alcott, and Louisa May Alcott.

Prompt: Elaborate on Emerson’s idea about courtesy using an incident that has either happened
to you, or you have observed.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

11
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“Life is short, but there is
always time for courtesy.”
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Habits

Habits

“Habit, if not resisted, soon becomes necessity.”

St. Augustine, 354 – 430

St. Augustine, born in North Africa, showed such extreme intelligence as a youngster that his
father provided the best education available by sending him to school in Carthage. He later
taught grammar and rhetoric but continued to study one philosophy after another in his search
for truth. His brilliant mind produced many great religious writings, including Confessions, the
story of his early life. This incredible man began his adult life as a teacher and ended it as a
bishop.

Prompt: Habits can be good or bad. Mention a behavior that can easily become habit forming. 
Explain how this can occur.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________12
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Books

Books

“My books are water; those of the great geniuses are wine –
everybody drinks water.”

Samuel Clemens, 1835 - 1910

Samuel Clemens, the American writer, grew up on the Mississippi River. He consequently chose
the pen name Mark Twain because it meant “safe water.” In his early years he tried his luck at
prospecting in Nevada but was unsuccessful in this effort.

His best literary works are considered to be Life on the Mississippi, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.

Prompt: Clemens gives insight into his writing with the above quote. Describe the most
enjoyable or rewarding book you have read. Tell why it is such.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________13
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“I wish I could stand on a busy street corner, hat in hand,
and beg people to throw me all their wasted hours.”

Bernard Berenson, 1865 – 1959

Born in Lithuania of American parents, Bernard Berenson studied in both the United States and
Europe. During his lifetime he was considered the greatest living connoisseur of Italian art, and
he wrote several volumes on Italian Renaissance painting.

Prompt: Judging by his quote, Bernard Berenson did not feel he had enough time to
accomplish all his projects. Is there a time for idleness without it being “wasted time”? Explain
with an example.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

14
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“I attribute the little I know to my not having been 
ashamed to ask for information, and to my rule of
conversing with all descriptions of men on those topics 
that form their own peculiar professions and pursuits.”

John Locke, 1632 – 1704

“The intellectual ruler of the eighteenth century,” as Locke has sometimes been called, was born
in Warington, England, and educated at Oxford University. He later studied medicine and
became a physician. He acquired an interest in politics through his friend, the Earl of
Shaftesbury.

Locke’s ideas greatly influenced the thinkers of his day and had a strong effect on colonial
America. Thomas Jefferson, when writing the Declaration of Independence, used many of his
ideas.

Prompt: By John Locke’s statement, it is apparent that he felt he learned from conversing with
other individuals. Explain how you learned or profited in some way by a conversation you had
with someone other than a friend.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

1
Conversation

Conversation

15
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2Quotes Two

A general topic is presented,
followed by three varied yet
famous quotes relating to the
subject matter. The 
student is to check the 
topic he/she wishes to
address in the writing
assignment that follows.



Directions: Check and explain which you feel is the most realistic.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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2
Laughter

Laughter

(A series of spontaneous, usually unarticulated sounds, 
espressing delight)
• 1. “Laughter is the tonic, the relief, the surcease for pain.”

Charlie Chaplin
• 2. “A man isn’t poor if he can still laugh.” Raymond

Hitchcock
• 3. “Laughter is the sun that drives winter from the human

face.” Victor Hugo
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(Knowledge or skill acquired by instruction, study, or experience)

• 1. “The brighter you are, the more you have to learn.” Don Herold
• 2. “I’ve known countless people who were reservoirs of learning yet never had a 

thought.” Wilson Mizner
• 3. “The wisest mind has something yet to learn.” George Santayana

In your opinion, which of these famous men makes the wisest statement? Explain.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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2
Learning

Learning
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(State of having comrades, mutual supporters and sympathizers)

• 1. “Friendship is always a sweet responsibility, never an opportunity.” Kahlil Gibran
• 2. “The only way to have a friend is to be one.” Ralph Waldo Emerson
• 3. “Friendship is one mind in two bodies.” Mencius

Directions: Give your opinion as to which saying best captures the true nature of friendship.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________19

2
Friendship

Friendship
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• 1. “Language is the dress of thought.” Samuel Johnson
• 2. “Think like a wise man, but communicate in the language of the people.” 

William Butler Yeats
• 3. “Spoken language is merely a series of squeaks.” Alfred North Whitehead

Directions: Specify which quote is the most creative in describing language. 
Explain your choice.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________20

2
Language

Language

(Manner by which thoughts and feelings
are expressed through sounds, movements,
or symbols)
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(Favorable combination of time, place and circumstance)

• 1. “A wise man will make more opportunities than he finds.” Francis Bacon
• 2. “Occasions are rare; and those who know how to seize upon them are rarer.”

Josh Billings
• 3. “Plough deep while sluggards sleep.” Benjamin Franklin

Prompt: The above sayings all pertain to the subject of opportunity. Which do you feel is/are
important in today’s society? Explain your answer.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________21

2
Opportunity

Opportunity
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(An uncomfortable or painful feeling often accompanied by a weak condition 
caused by lack of food)

• 1. “No clock is more regular than the belly.” Rabelais
• 2. “A hungry man is not a free man.” Adlai Stevenson
• 3. “An empty stomach is not a good political advisor.” Albert Einstein

Directions: Present your views in writing on the subject in question.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

22

2
Hunger

Hunger
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• 1. “Everything is funny as long as it is happening to
somebody else.” Will Rogers

• 2. “Good humor isn’t a trait of character; it is an 
art which requires practice.” David Seabury

• 3. “Men will confess to treason, murder, arson, false
teeth, or a wig. How many of them will own up 
to a lack of humor?” Frank Moore Colby

Directions: Tie one of those quotations into a situation you have experienced. 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

23

2
Hum

or

Humor

(Ability to appreciate or express
the funny, amusing, comical side
of things)
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(A remarkable, unusual, and exciting undertaking often involving risk)

• 1. “You can’t cross the sea merely by staring at the water. Don’t let yourself indulge in 
vain wishes.” Rabindranath Tagore

• 2. “Adventure is not outside a man; it is within.” David Greyson
• 3. “Without adventure civilization is in full decay.” Alfred North Whitehead

Directions: Describe an adventure you have had or would like to encounter.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

24

2
Adventure

Adventure
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(The current style of dress)

• 1. “Fashion is what one wears oneself. What is unfashionable
is what other people wear.” Oscar Wilde

• 2. “Every generation laughs at the old fashions, but follows
religiously the new.” Henry David Thoreau

• 3. “Fashion must be forever new or she becomes insipid.”
James Russell Lowell

Prompt: Much stress is put on fashion today. Relate your writing to one of the above quotes.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Fashion

Fashion
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(The distinctive, individual quality that makes one person different from another)

• 1. “Everyone is a moon, and has a dark side which he never shows to anybody.”
Mark Twain

• 2. “Personality is to a man what perfume is to a flower.” Charles M. Schwab
• 3. “If you have anything really valuable to contribute to the world, it will come 

through the expression of your own personality, that single spark of divinity 
that sets you off and makes you different from every other living creature.”
Bruce Barton

Directions: Select one of the above quotes, decide if it is true or false, and then explain 
your decision.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________26
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Personality
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3Advice Annie —
Boys

Students answer letters

written from boys to an

imaginary “Advice Annie.”

Although realistic, most

problems presented are

humorous.



Dear Advice Anni
e,

My girlfriend Dai
sy and I have bee

n dating

for six months. W
e get along very w

ell and have

a lot of fun toget
her. Since we only

 live three blocks
 apart, we see eac

h other a lot. 

Last week she gav
e me a surprise p

resent, a 24-kara
t gold bracelet. I

 was

very pleased by t
his gift but ment

ioned that she sh
ould not have spe

nt so much

money.

I’ve received man
y compliments on 

it and felt proud 
Daisy thought tha

t much

of me.

Here’s my problem
. Yesterday, the p

olice made a door
-to-door investiga

tion in

our neighborhood
. They were askin

g the residents if
 they knew anyth

ing about a

robbery a block a
way. The police of

ficer also showed
 us a list of items

 that had

been taken. It co
nsisted mostly 

of jewelry.

My heart dropped
 when I

noticed a 24-kara
t man’s bracelet

on the list, althou
gh I didn’t say

anything. Now, I 
am worried that

Daisy committed 
the robbery. I’m

also afraid to wea
r the bracelet

for fear someone
 will recognize

it. Since I love Da
isy and don’t

want to get her in
to trouble, 

I have a serious p
roblem.

GIFTed, 

Tyrone

3 
GIFTed, Tyrone

GIFTed, Tyrone

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

28

Dear Tyrone,
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Doubly sincere, Dudley

Dear Advice Anni
e, 

My parents are ne
ver satisfied with

 my

school grades. Th
ey’re always comp

aring me to my tw
in brother,

Oscar, who gets e
xcellent grades. M

ine are average, b
ut I far surpass

Oscar’s athletic a
bility and always p

lay first string in
 everything I go

out for in sports.

When I try to expla
in that my ability

 is in athletics, th
ey look

uninterested and 
say, “You ought to

 be more like Osc
ar,” overlooking

the fact that he 
is very insecure a

nd I am very outg
oing.

Now they are pre
ssuring me to invi

te him along when
 I go out

with my friends. T
he problem is tha

t, when I do, he n
ever looks like

he is having fun. H
ow can I convince

my parents that w
hile Oscar and I

are brothers, we 
don’t have to have

 

the same social li
fe?

Doubly sincere,

Dudley

3 
Doubly sincere, Dudley

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Dear Dudley,
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3 
Sincerely, Dry Trunks

Sincerely, Dry Trunks

Dear Advice Anni
e, 

It’s swimming wea
ther in my part of

 

the country. Cons
equently, my close

 friend is 

having a pool part
y for his birthday

 in two weeks.

My problem is tha
t I can’t swim. I t

hought I would ju
st not

attend, but Niles 
has spent a month

 planning the spec
ial event. He was

present when I as
ked my parents’ p

ermission to stay
 out past my

curfew that night
, so I can’t use th

em for an excuse
.

I don’t know what
 to do. If I atten

d, I’ll be embarra
ssed. If I

don’t, Niles’s feel
ings will be hurt. 

Is there a solutio
n?

Sincerely,

Dry Trunks
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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Dear Advice Anni
e,

Last December at
 a Christmas part

y, 

I met the girl of 
my dreams. She’s

 beautiful, witty, 
fun and makes me

 feel like a

million. Everything
 isn’t ideal, thoug

h.

Currently, we’re n
ot seeing each ot

her. It’s a family 
religious problem 

–

mine. My mother 
is upset that Bett

y Bea is not of ou
r faith. She has c

alled and

even visited Betty
 Bea to protest o

ur dating. These m
oves have left me

 quite

embarrassed. I’ve
 ceased seeing Be

tty Bea to stop m
y mother’s action

s. She

makes everyone in
volved miserable.

In an attempt to 
get me on the rig

ht track, Mother 
is insisting that I

attend a religious 
camp. In fact, she

 has been corresp
onding with the m

inister, and

they are brewing 
a romantic match

between his daug
hter and me.

Mom has no conce
ption of

how much I care 
for Betty Bea.

This breakup has 
devastated me.

I promised my dy
ing father that

I’d live at home u
ntil graduation,

so leaving is not t
he solution.

How can I possibl
y deal with 

this problem?

Forward advice,

Eldon

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

3 
Forward Advice, Eldon

Forward Advice, Eldon
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Dear Eldon,

brillig_carrot_bianca



Dear Advice Anni
e,

I work part-time 
at an animal shelt

er.

Frequently, peopl
e give up their do

gs because

they’ve damaged 
furniture; sadly, m

any of these pets
 are euthanized.

Recently, one suc
h unlucky canine e

ntered the shelte
r. Fearing that he

 would

be euthanized, I d
rove Bozo to my g

irlfriend’s home. H
er beagle had die

d a few

weeks before, and
 she still missed h

im terribly. Think
ing I had the per

fect solution

for dog and man, 
I handed her the

 pooch.

After I revealed 
his furniture prob

lem, she felt cert
ain she could hand

le

him. Bozo was ang
elic until her fam

ily left for the we
ekend. Needless t

o say, the dog

chewed everythin
g in sight. My girl

friend’s father im
mediately gave hi

m to someone

he worked with; b
ut a week later, h

e was found runni
ng in traffic with

 the dog tag

still dangling from
 his collar.

Now the dog is ba
ck in my

hands. My choices
 seem few.

Muzzling him wou
ld allow Bozo the

run of the house,
 but he couldn’t

eat or drink; retu
rning him to the

shelter would risk
 extermination

or adoption by so
meone

unsympathetic to
 his problem;

imprisoning him in
 an outdoor

kennel would allow
 me to work

with him only whe
n possible.

What would be the 
fairest for

Bozo?

Doggedly waiting,
 

Bernard

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

3 
Doggedly waiting, Bernard

Doggedly waiting, Bernard
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Dear Advice Anni
e, 

Last weekend I w
ent to McBurger,

 

a local fast-food 
restaurant, with a

 group of 

classmates. With my order I wa
s given a game pie

ce for

McBurger’s latest
 promotion. I toss

ed mine to the pe
rson sitting

next to me, Lucky
.

Monday morning a
t school, a friend

 told me that Luc
ky

had won $1000 in
 the McBurger co

ntest. Suddenly, I
 developed

indigestion. I don
’t know if the gam

e piece I gave to 
Lucky was

the winner or if h
e had won from a

nother game piec
e.

How should I app
roach Lucky abou

t this situation? 

What if he won on m
y castoff?

Shouldn’t he shar
e? 

Help! I need the m
oney!

“Won”derfully sincer
e,

Pete Penniless

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

3 
“W

on”derfully sincere, Pete Penniless

“Won”derfully sincere, Pete Penniless
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Dear Pete Penniless,
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Dear Advice Anni
e, 

In hopes of being
 captain of the fo

otball 

team when school
 resumes, my brot

her attends a 

health club. He w
orks out each day

, and it shows.

Mr. Average thre
e months ago is n

ow Mr. Muscle. Th
e change

is so appalling; I’m
 beginning to silen

tly question Shre
dder’s methods.

With classes resum
ing again, I’m puz

zled by his lack o
f

attention to his g
irl, his quick aggr

essive temper, pe
riods of sudden

depression, and o
bsession to devel

op his physique. I
’m aware that, as

a senior this fall, 
he wants college s

couts to notice hi
m.

Several concerns 
are uppermost in 

my mind, since Sh
redder’s

outlook on life ha
s changed. Is he

taking something 
harmful to buff u

p?

It worries me tha
t he could be

damaging himself
. How can I help?

Waiting for answers
, 

Clay

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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W

aiting for answers, Clay

Dear Clay,

Waiting for answers, Clay
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Dear Advice Anni
e,

My brother Olie j
ust revealed some

startling news. He
 and our cousin M

atilda are planning
 to elope. To

say the least, I a
m speechless. Oli

e said to keep it q
uiet until after

the service.

He says he is mad
ly in love with her

, and several

interventions from
 the family only m

ade their love str
onger.

Olie could get int
o trouble with the

 law if he carries 
out 

his plan. Marriage
 between first co

usins is not permi
tted in this

state. Medical pro
blems, if they hav

e children, are als
o a concern.

Please enlighten m
e immediately. Sh

ould I inform on t
hem?

Forever grateful,

Bailey

3 
Forever grateful, Bailey

Forever grateful, Bailey

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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Dear Advice Anni
e, 

Last Saturday nig
ht my parents we

nt out,

leaving Mom’s car
 in the garage. I d

on’t have a driver
’s license, but the

y

never mentioned t
hat I couldn’t tak

e it out for a spin
.

Temptation overp
owered me. I grab

bed the keys, pick
ed up some

friends, and bega
n showing off. Su

ddenly, I lost con
trol and ran into a

cemetery’s wroug
ht-iron fencing. T

he fence is now le
aning like the Tow

er

of Pisa and what o
nce was a snappy 

little red convert
ible is now “conca

ve

city.” Luckily, no o
ne was injured, bu

t my problems are
 just beginning.

The cemetery boa
rd published a rew

ard for informati
on

concerning the da
mage (I don’t kno

w if my friends w
ill keep quiet), and

the accident is st
ill hidden from my

parents. The car 
is parked against

the garage’s far w
all, so the damage

hasn’t been discov
ered yet.

Fortunately, my m
om is currently

out of town for t
wo weeks.

Unfortunately, he
r insurance

doesn’t cover me.

Needing help fast
, 

Troubled Teddy

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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Needing help fast, Troubled Teddy

Dear Troubled Teddy,

Needing help fast, Troubled Teddy
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Dear Advice Anni
e, 

Recently, a very p
opular girl in my s

chool

started going out
 of her way to be

 nice to me. She w
aits for me

outside our Englis
h classroom, has b

egun writing me n
otes, and is

always smiling at 
me.

Geraldine is a che
erleader, on the H

onor Roll, in the b
and,

president of seve
ral clubs, and has

 plenty of male ad
mirers. Although

I am very attract
ed to her, I earn 

only average grad
es, certainly am

not on the Honor 
Roll, and school ac

tivities are not a 
top priority with

me. I know she ha
s many chances to

 go out with the s
chool jocks but

turns them down 
cold.

Next weekend, Ge
raldine 

is having a party a
nd has invited 

me. I’m wondering
 what she sees 

in me.

Do you think ther
e is any

future for us, or 
should I just 

tell her to “buzz 
off” before we

start caring?

Puzzled Cornelius

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

3 
Puzzled Cornelius

Puzzled Cornelius
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4Advice Annie —
Girls

Students immerse 

themselves in each 

problem, evaluate pros 

and cons to each situation

and weigh advice.



Dear Advice Anni
e,

My parents are d
ivorced. I want to

 live

with Dad but don
’t have the courag

e to tell my moth
er.

Earlier this year 
I resided with him

, but she became 
so upset

that it worried m
e, so I returned h

ome.

At the time, it wa
s difficult telling 

my dad I need to

ship off to Mom’s
. In fact, I didn’t

 tell him of her b
ehavior.

She has the art o
f placing the “guil

t trip” on me dow
n to a

science. If I tell 
her how I really f

eel, she’ll suggest
 I see a

psychiatrist. Help
!

Sincerely,

Packing Patty

4 
Sincerely, Packing Patty

Sincerely, Packing Patty

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Dear Packing Patty,
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Dear Advice Anni
e,

My best friend, B
onnie, and I are in

 the

same science clas
s. Three weeks ag

o, the teacher as
signed a

research project 
on wildlife in the 

Grand Canyon. 

Since then, I hav
e spent practicall

y all of my spare 
time on this

project. It counts
 as a full exam gr

ade, and I need a
n “A” on this

assignment to ma
ke the Honor Roll

.

The project is du
e in two days. Las

t night, Bonnie ca
lled

and wanted to bo
rrow my research

 information. I all
owed her to

do this last year, 
and, because she 

is a gifted artist,
 her project

received an “A,” b
ut I received a “B

” on mine. It mad
e me feel

cheated and a bit
 angry with Bonni

e.

Her friendship m
eans a great

deal, but I think 
she should do her

own work. How sh
ould I handle this

problem?

GRADEfully,

Betty Lou

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

4 
GRADEfully, Betty Lou

GRADEfully, Betty Lou

Dear Betty Lou,
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Dear Advice Anni
e,

My neighbor, Loui
e, just moved into

 

town this summer
 and attends my s

chool. The first f
ew days of class 

I showed him aro
und so he wouldn’

t get lost. Now, h
e follows me

everywhere I go! 
He is behind me e

very time I turn a
round.

He wants to carry
 my books, buy me

 lunch, and walk m
e home.

Last weekend he 
even showed up a

t my house with a
 box of my favori

te

chocolates. This m
orning when I lef

t for school there
 was a long-

stemmed red rose
 on my doorstep.

It’s like having a 
shadow even when

 the sun isn’t shin
ing. How do

I tactfully tell him
 to disappear? Ou

r mothers are in t
he same clubs

and think we mak
e a great couple.

Help!

Shadowed, 

Rosie

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

4 
Shadowed, Rosie

Shadowed, Rosie

Dear Rosie,

41

brillig_carrot_bianca



Dear Advice Anni
e,

My best friend, A
lma Mae, didn’t

acknowledge my b
irthday last April

. This really hurt 
because I always

plan ahead, findin
g just the right c

ard and gift when
 her day arrives.

It added an extra
 sting to my feeli

ngs because I’ve a
lways gone out of

my way to do the
 favors she asks. 

All I wanted was 
to be remembere

d;

even a card would
 have pleased me.

The problem is th
at Alma Mae’s bir

thday is this week
end.

Although feeling 
guilty about it, I’m

 considering ignor
ing it. What do

you think is the b
est move?

GIFTless,

Myrtle
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

4 
GIFTless, Myrtle

GIFTless, Myrtle

Dear Myrtle,
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Dear Advice Anni
e, 

My friend, Goldie
, and her boyfrien

d

ended their relat
ionship about two

 months ago. She 
is heartbroken

and cries herself 
to sleep each nigh

t. Even the songs
 on the radio

cause her to sadl
y reminisce.

Trying to help, I 
called her old boy

friend and asked 
why he

broke up with Gol
die and whether o

r not he consider
ed getting back

together with her
. He answered, “H

eck, no, She’s too
 unattractive,

and I was just at
 a low point in my

 life when we wen
t out.”

Goldie was on the
 other end and he

ard his remark. I
 feel

terrible now beca
use she is starvin

g herself to lose 
weight and is

becoming ill. She 
could possibly do

something life-th
reatening. What

should I do?

Concerned friend
,

Fanny

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

4 
Concerned friend, Fanny

Concerned friend, Fanny

Dear Fanny,

43

brillig_carrot_bianca



Dear Advice Anni
e,

I attend a private
 school and I am 

going steady with
 someone from a 

public school.

We’ve had our mino
r problems but ha

ve dated for two 
years

now. Ambrose and
 I share many of 

the same interest
s and have fun

when we’re togeth
er.

Yesterday, I disc
overed Ambrose i

s, in fact, a year 
younger

than I. This is qui
te embarrassing. 

Now I am confuse
d by my relations

hip because Ambr
ose

never mentioned t
he age difference

 to me. Please An
nie, help me

unscramble my em
otions.

School fool,

Maizie Marie

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

4 
School fool, Maizie Marie

School fool, Maizie Marie

Dear Maizie Marie,
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Dear Advice Anni
e,

The history teach
er assigned the

creation of a fam
ily tree. It seeme

d an enjoyable as
signment until I u

ncovered a

family secret.

I mentioned to m
y mother that I n

eeded help with t
he ancestral histo

ry

for my worksheet
. She was busy an

d told me the info
rmation I needed

 was in an

old wooden box on
 the top shelf of 

her closet.

Well, I found all the
 information I nee

ded and more! Ins
ide the box was 

an age-worn envel
ope containing my

 birth certificate
. All the informat

ion seemed

accurate with one
 exception. My da

d, or at least the
 man I’d always kn

own as my

father, was not li
sted; someone nam

ed Homer was.

I’m not sure if my
 birth

occurred before 
of after the

wedding. Mom ma
y have had an

affair while marr
ied. Ironically, my

dad always calls m
e “his girl” and

actually spoils me
. 

How can I discove
r the

truth? Dad may n
ot even know, as

he often travels i
n his

occupation. They 
could possibly

even break up ove
r this.

BOXed in,

Pandora II

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

4 
BOXed in Pandora II

BOXed in, Pandora II

Dear Pandora II,
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Dear Advice Anni
e,

Each year the cor
poration my fathe

r

works for holds a
 family picnic. Las

t spring I 

met my dad’s bos
s’s son there, and

 we soon began da
ting.

We have many simil
ar interests and e

njoy our time tog
ether. Actually, h

e’s

the first boy I’ve
 met who shares m

y values and belie
fs.

Dad approves of S
kip, but his family

 does not care fo
r me. His father h

as

his future mapped
 out and doesn’t w

ant him involved w
ith someone not o

f his social

status.

Recently, my dad 
was laid off after

 twenty years wit
h the company. H

is

self-esteem is re
ally low, and since

 we’re a one-paren
t household, dad 

is our only

source of income.

I strongly suspec
t that

Skip’s father laid
 my father off

because of me. Si
nce Dad would

have to relocate t
o another part of

the country to fin
d a similar

position, my suspi
cion is reinforced

.

Perhaps if I stop 
seeing

Skip, my father w
ill be called back

to work. It ends u
p a case of

living without love
 or without

money. How would
 you resolve

this issue?

Socially misfit,

Lottie Louise

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

4 
Socially m

isfit, Lottie Louise

Socially misfit, Lottie Louise

Dear Lottie Louise,
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Dear Advice Anni
e, 

I regularly babys
it for a doctor’s s

ix-

year-old son. The
 boys’ parents are

 divorcing, and a c
ustody battle is

brewing. 

Recently, Carson 
disclosed that his

 father “is mean” 
to him, and,

at the time, his a
rms and legs were

 bruised. When I mentioned t
his to

his mother, she r
emarked, “Carson

 has a vivid imagin
ation.”

Not wanting to ov
erstep my bounds

, I’ve tried to put
 Carson’s

stories out of my
 mind. Mentioning

 this to his dad co
uld worsen matte

rs

for Carson, and h
is mother evident

ly wants to ignore
 the issue.

Children have inve
ntive minds that o

ften are overacti
ve, but

what if he’s tellin
g the truth? 

Is there a way to
 find out? His

father is known f
or his short

temper. Custody o
f Carson is 

also a concern. M
y silence is

bothering me.

Very worried,

Lily

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

4 
Very worried, Lily

Very worried, Lily

Dear Lily,
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Dear Advice Anni
e,

The popular crow
d invited me to ha

ng out

with them this sc
hool year. Most w

eekends we cruise
 the mall, but our

 last night

there really opene
d my eyes when I

 noticed them ste
aling. Their techn

ique was

quite smooth.

One crony distrac
ted the clerk whi

le a few slipped it
ems into a purse o

r

pocket. We all have a gener
ous allowance, so 

these are not crim
es of need.

Last trip, I menti
oned their habit. 

They laughed and
 said that it was

time to prove my 
loyalty. They hand

ed me a list of va
rious items to “pi

ck up” by

week’s end. I suff
ered from an infe

riority complex b
efore this group t

ook me

in, and now I fina
lly feel accepted.

 It would be diffi
cult to break awa

y now.

I’m torn between
 wanting to

please my friends
 and worrying abo

ut

what might happe
n to my dad if I g

ot

caught. Daddy is 
a prominent

politician in the a
rea, but I

desperately need
 this group’s

attention.

COURTing trouble
,

Judge’s daughter

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

4 
COURTing trouble, Judge’s daughter

COURTing trouble, Judge’s daughter

Dear Judge’s Daughter,
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5Cleverly Creative

Contains fun writing

and hands-on drawing

worksheets that require

written and/or oral

presentations.



Prompt: Reality shows are very popular today. Come up with an idea for a new reality show.
Describe the show and give reasons why you think it would be appealing to the public.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________50

5 
The Real Thing

The Real Thing
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Prompt: If you could invite any famous person (living or dead) to dinner, whom would you
pick? Give some reasons for your choice. What would you like to know about or learn from this
person?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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5 
“Guess W

ho’s Com
ing to Dinner”

“Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner”

????
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Prompt: While vacationing in tropical waters, your boat develops engine trouble. After drifting
to a deserted island, you decide to send for help. Compose a note to be placed in a bottle and 
set adrift.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

5 
Note in a Bottle

Note in a Bottle
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Directions: Your design for a new theme park has won top honors. Prepare a sketch and
accompany it with an explanation.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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5 
Them

e Park

Theme Park
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Your astronomy hobby has been rewarded! 
The discovery of a new planet has brought you
immediate recognition. 
Directions: Sketch the newest discovery’s
appearance and include a written description. 
Use the back of the sheet if you need more room.

Planet’s Name ______________________________________________________________
Description ________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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5 
Instant Fam

e

Instant Fame
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Directions: Using newspapers, magazines, and sketches,
depict your personal interests and hobbies in a collage.
Share it with the class when you have finished.

55

5 
Collage

Collage
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According to a police report, a crime has been committed 
over the weekend. 
Directions: Take the details and plot the story and motive.

Time: Sometime during past weekend
Place: Residential area

Crime: Robbery
Form of Entry: Unknown

Witnesses: None
Suspects: Maid, gardener, mailman, pizza 

deliveryman, plumber, dogcatcher, 
Mr. and Mrs. I.M. Wealthy

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________56

5 
Mystery

Mystery
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Directions: Your favorite music artist has asked you to design and name an album cover for
his/her newest work. Show your design and explain.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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5 
Music Cover

Music Cover
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Prompt: As a fundraiser for the next school hop, the dance committee has created a match-up 
blind-dating service. Prepare your personality profile in 25 words or less, and include the type of
individual you are seeking.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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5 
Com

puter Match-Up

Computer Match-Up

brillig_carrot_bianca



Directions: Explain which confection best describes your
personality. It need not be one listed.

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________59

5 
Tastefully Me

Tastefully Me

apple pie
éclair
fudge

bonbon

honey
cookie

cupcake

licorice
marzipan

tart
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Directions: Design your own haunted house and describe its unique – but scary – features. This
may be a floor plan or a sketch of the outside of the house.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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5 
Architect for a Day

Architect for a Day
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Prompt: Choose one item in this room and assume its
identity for five minutes. Using all of your senses, place
yourself within that object. Describe what you see, hear,
feel, taste, and smell. Read your description to the class
and see if anyone can guess your identity.

I’m a______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________61

5 
W

hat Am
 I?

What Am I?
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